
At a meeting of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee held in Council 
Chamber, Allerdale House on Friday 24 March 2017 at 10.00 am

Members

Councillor Christine Smith (Chair)
Councillor Tony Annison Councillor Joan Ellis
Councillor Hilary Harrington Councillor Joe Holliday
Councillor Jim Lister Councillor Billy Miskelly
Councillor Alan Pitcher Councillor Celia Tibble

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor J Farebrother, M Grainger and 
M Wood

Staff Present

D Devine, J Hall, N Hardy, R Irving, K Kerrigan and J Ward

Also Present

W H Jefferson (Executive Member)

415. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 20 January 2017 were signed as a correct 
record.

416. Declaration of Interests 

None declared.

417. Questions 

None received.

418. Public Participation 

None received.

419. Tourism Update 

The Head of Economic Growth, the AONB Manager and the Portfolio Holder for 
Tourism and Culture provided members with an update on tourism.

Tourism had been embedded into the Business Growth Plan which had been 
agreed by Executive on 11 November 2016.

Members noted the update and agreed that an update be provided at a future 
meeting on the delivery of the Business Growth Plan.



Agreed

That an update be provided at a future meeting on the delivery of the Business 
Growth Plan.

420. Local Plan Part 2 

The Scrutiny and Policy Officer submitted a report which sought to provide 
members with an update on the development of the Local Plan Part 2 Site 
Allocations.

The Head of Development Services and the Principal Planning Officer provided 
members with a presentation.

Members noted the update.

Agreed

That the update be noted.

421. Work Programme Development 2017-18 

The Scrutiny and Policy Officer submitted a report which sought members to 
note and agree an outline for identifying potential topics and issues and to 
agree the proposed Work Programme Prioritisation protocol set out in Appendix 
A and its application when developing the annual Overview and Scrutiny Work 
Programme.

Members noted the report and agreed the proposed outline and Work 
Programme Prioritisation protocol set out in Appendix A.

Agreed

That:

1. the proposed outline for identifying potential topics and issues be agreed

2. the Work Programme Prioritisation protocol set out in Appendix A and its 
application when developing the annual Overview and Scrutiny work 
programme be agreed

422. Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee Update Report 

The Senior Policy and Performance Officer submitted a report which sought the 
Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee to consider whether any of the 
items contained within should be included on the Committee’s work plan.

Members noted the Forward Plan of Key Decisions. The items within the 
Forward Plan which fell into the remit of the Committee were highlighted in the 
report.

Members noted the work plan and agreed the following changes:



 Housing Strategy be added as an item
 Housing and homelessness item be removed
 Future of healthcare provision West Cumbria (Success Regime) item be 

removed
 Local Plan Part 2 – Site Allocations item be removed
 Flooding and Coastal protection item be removed
 Car Park Machines item be removed
 Review of conservation plans and policies item be removed

Following a request from members, it was suggested that a briefing session be 
held to inform members of the role of the Cumbria Local Enterprise Partnership. 
The Scrutiny and Policy Officer agreed to arrange this. 

Agreed

That the report be noted.

423. Work Programme Item - Partnership Scrutiny (Local Housing Provider(s)) 

The Scrutiny and Policy Officer submitted a report which sought the committee 
to consider the addition of an item to its work programme with regard to 
undertaking a partnership scrutiny in relation to a local housing provider, Your 
Derwent and Solway. Councillor B Miskelly had requested this at Council on 18 
January 2017.

The issues identified were:

 How consultation takes place with tenants in relation to changes to the 
terms of their tenancy agreements, for example repairs policy and 
charges;

 The role of the ward councillor as community representative and the 
understanding of the ‘designated person’ as outlined in the Localism Act 
2011; and

 The Council as the Strategic Housing Authority and how its role is 
recognised by local housing providers

Members noted the background to the item and agreed that it be added to the 
committee’s work programme.

It was agreed that a Task and Finish Group be set up and that a full scoping 
exercise be carried out.

The Scrutiny and Policy Officer was asked to make appropriate arrangements 
on behalf of the committee.

Members also agreed that no other social housing providers be invited to 
participate in the exercise.



Agreed

That:

1. the item be added to the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
work programme

2. a full scoping exercise be carried out

3. the exercise be carried out by a Task and Finish Group

4. the Scrutiny and Policy Officer make appropriate arrangements on behalf 
of the Chair and the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee

5. no other social housing providers be invited to participate in the exercise

The meeting closed at 12.35 pm


